The Epsom Group Ministry i

St Martin of Tours, Epsom
The parishes of Christ Church, St Barnabas and St Martin

The Parish of St Martin of Tours Epsom,
with St Stephen-on-the-Downs

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

Welcome to our churches, especially if you are visiting Epsom or Langley Vale or have come to
live in the area. Please sign our Visitors’ book and join us for coffee afterwards.

A hearing loop and large print versions of the Parish Communion Booklet, the Weekly Service
Sheet and the Hymn Book are all available. The Welcome Team or a Sidesperson can give you
any help you need — please ask! Please take this Newsletter home with you!

7™ March 2010
Third Sunday of Lent

Evening worship today: Worship
Space at Christ Church- all
welcome.

Next Sunday: Mothering Sunday-
A reminder that next Sunday is
Mothering Sunday. Posies will be
blessed and made available at all the
services.

Lent 2010-Our Lent programme
continues this week and offers
several opportunities to help feed
mind and heart in response to the
seasonal challenge of renewal and
penitence. Here are a few
suggestions:-

Daily Prayer: Morning Prayer is
celebrated daily at 9.15am, Monday-
Friday at St Martin’s and Evening
Prayer at 5.00pm Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday. On
Wednesday evenings Group Ministry
prayer will be celebrated at Christ
Church. These occasions present an
iIdeal opportunity to come and pray
together with others.

Study & Discussion: Churches
Together Epsom are sponsoring
ecumenical Lent house groups this

year. The subject is ‘When | Survey’
and the discussions will focus on the
meaning of the Cross in today’s
world. The Lunches in Lent (Church
House Friday 12-1pm lunch; 1-2pm
discussion) will be using that same
material - all welcome.

Giving Alms: The Bishop of
Guildford is issuing his ‘Lent Call’
again this year, to encourage
congregations to think about
responding to the traditional Lenten
theme of charitable giving
(information is available at the back
of church). We also have Lent boxes
available for individual charities
(please sign up if you take a Lent
box). The aid agencies are under
real pressure at the moment due to
the economic climate and the great
needs of the Haiti disaster— and now
that of Chile - please be as generous
as you can.

Westminster Abbey Duty
Chaplaincy ( 8" - 13" March)

The Dean and Chapter of
Westminster Abbey are keen to build
relationships with parishes outside



central London and to widen the
participation of parochial and retired
clergy in the task of ministering to
the many thousands of visitors. To
this end some clergy are invited to
become Duty Chaplains and to offer
six days of pastoral cover every
year, on a residential basis.

| will be resident at the Abbey for the
coming week and completing my
second period of service as Duty
Chaplain. My thanks to Adrian for
looking after things in my absence.

Admission to Holy Communion-It
IS two years since we ran a course to
prepare children to be admitted to
Holy Communion after Baptism (this
used to be called the ‘Gold Book’
programme). In recent years the
course has been shared between the
Group ministry parishes. Although
staffing is very tight in the Group at
present, we are keen to offer an
opportunity for children to be
prepared this spring, leading to
Admission in their ‘home’ church in
mid July. If you think your child might
be ready for this important step (they
need to be 7-11 years), then please
let the Parish Office know as soon as
possible. If you would like further
information, or to discuss things,
then please contact me.

We are hoping to start the course in
May/June and it will probably be no
more than four sessions, run on
Saturdays or Sundays. Final details
have yet to be decided.

events we would be offering an
ecumenical course exploring
Christianity shared between the
Group Ministry and Epsom Methodist
Church which could lead to
Confirmation for those who wish.
Again, this was last held in 2008 and
has been run on a bi-annual basis.
With the current Group staffing
shortage and with David Winwood
leaving EMC in August, it will not be
possible to run a full ecumenical
course for adults and younger
people this year. However, we are
aware that there are a small number
of adults and a greater number of
younger people who might be
interested in being Confirmed this
year, in particular from Christ
Church. Before we start to plan
things, it would be good to know if
there are adults or younger people in
St Martin’s who might be interested
in being Confirmed this year. The
Deanery has been offered a
Confirmation service in November
and if we can gather sufficient
candidates in Epsom, the service
can be hosted by the Group. Please
let the Parish Office know as soon as
possible if you are interested, or
speak to either myself or Adrian.
Once we are aware of numbers,
plans can be made for preparation
courses. Once staffing levels are
improved, we will be returning to
running an ecumenical course,
probably in 2011. Simon Talbott

Confirmation — Adult and Younger
People-In the normal course of

Wednesday Holy Communion
10" May, will be held in the
Wisley Room instead of Church.

Epsom & Ewell Posy Making - Please
Energy Group — help make Mothering
Meeting on 10t March || Sunday posies on

at 7.30pm at WS Atkins, || Saturday 13 March at

Woodcote Grove, off
Ashley Road. Open
meeting, no charge.

9.30am in Church.
Greenery needed (but no
blossoms) Thank you!
Jane Norris




Contemplative Prayer Group - During
March, the prayer group will meet as usual -
Tuesday, 9t at 11.00am and Thursday, 25t
at 8.00pm. In Lent, we will reflect on God'’s
words. We shall be listening to Jesus’ words
from Mark 13:v31 and John 6:v63...”My
words shall never pass away. They are
spirit and they are life.”

Electoral Roll Revision
The Electoral Roll is due to be revised on
25 March 2010 and notice to this effect will
be displayed outside both churches from 7
March 2010. Please check your entry in the
current Roll (at the back of St Martin’s)
and note any amendments on the sheet
provided inside the front cover. If you
would like to join the Roll, please complete
a green or yellow form and put in the “A”
pigeonhole, or hand in to the Parish Office.
The Roll is closed for any new entries from
26-11 April. John Aronson, Electoral Roll

Lent Lunches - held in Church House from 12
noon, with discussion from 1pm —2pm. The
basis of what we do each week will be a CD
recording of the voices of some prominent and
important Church people sharing with us their
thinking on the Cross. Among them will be
Christina Baxter, John Bell, Colin Morris and
General Sir Richard Dannatt. There will be timq
for discussion and prayer before we finish. The

next Lent Lunch will be on Friday 12t March.
Adrian Fsdaile

. The passion

Mothering Sunday and Easter Cards
A beautiful selection of these cards are
now available at the back of church.

Epsom Choral Society with Alberti Brass,
presents... Stanford’s ‘Te Deum’,
Vaughan Williams ‘Benedicte’ and Blest
Pair of Sirens by Hubert Parry - 6™
March at 7.30pm, St Martin’s Church.
Box Office- Epsom 744198

Epsom Chamber

-

N

of Jesus... i| Choir presents:

Delivery of Easter Services Flyers . An Open Air || Howell’'s Requiem and
The A5 flyers which outline all services in | Play, free - ' | Rachmaninov's All
both Churches, are at the back of church. | ; Trafalgar Night Vigil, -
Please help deliver in your area, by : Square on | saturday ’13th March
taking a bundle. Thanks! Parish Office ' Good Friday, | at St Martin's Church
! d . '
\ / 5 gnlgpf” at || at 8pm. Box Office-
; 5.lopm. . | Epsom 813 021.
(" mePccquzimymee | | B
o2 SIPPED o i
Saturday 20 March at Church House at CAKE STALL Churches Together in

7pm. Tables of 8-10 people. Cost £10pp.
Contact Jo Davey on Epsom 739264 or
Marilyn Brown on Epsom 726432

-

/

Come and sing...Handel’s
Messiah 13" March at St John’s
Church, Stoneleigh Park Road,
Stoneleigh, KT19 0QZ. £5 per
singer. Tea for singers at 4.14pm,
Performance at 5pm. Audience
tickets at £5. Details from Ann
Broad 020 8393 8653.

The Mothers’
Union will be
selling a
tempting array
of cakes and
biscuits at
Coffee after the
Mothering
Sunday Service
next week (14"
March). Please
support us!!

Epsom Saturday 13
March, between 11.30am to
4.00pm, at St Barnabas
Church, Father Peter
McVerry will be facilitating a
meeting to look at ‘How the
Church in Epsom can be
prophetic’. Flyers are at
the back Church, along with
a list to add your name - the
deadline is 8" March.




Dates for yvour Diary

Sunday 7 March 8.00am | Holy Communion
9.30am | All Age Communion
6.00pm | Worship Space at Christ Church
Tuesday 9 March 11.00am | Contemplative Prayer Group
Wednesday 10 March | 10.30am | Holy Communion
11.15am | Funeral Service of George Howard
2.30pm | Tea and Chat in Wisley Room, Church House
Thursday 11 March 10.00am | Mother and Toddler Group
Friday 12 March 12.00pm | Lent Lunch and Discussion - Church House
7.00pm | Choir Practice
Saturday 13 March 9.30am | Posy-making in Church for Mother's Day
11.30am | Churches Together in Epsom Day at St Barnabas
8.00pm | Epsom Chamber Choir Concert
Sunday 14 March 8.00am | Holy Communion
Mothering Sunday 9.30am | Parish Communion
11.30am | Holy Communion
6.30pm | Choral Evensong
Tuesday 16 March 10.30am | Mother's Union Meeting in the Wisley Room
1.45pm | Funeral of Rose Wyatt at St Stephen's Church
Wednesday 17 March | 10.30am | Holy Communion
Thursday 18 March 10.00am | Mother and Toddler Group
Friday 19 March 12.00pm | Lent Lunch and Discussion - Church House
7.00pm | Choir Practice

ST STEPHEN-ON-THE-DOWNS, ROSEBERY ROAD,

Clergy Team - The Rev'd Simon Talbott (Epsom 743336)

LANGLEY VALE:

e Every Sunday there is a service of Holy
Communion at 9.30am. The children g
from Happy Club take part in every service. |

e Onthe 3" Sunday of each month: Family
Communion Service

e The 1% & 3 Wednesday at 11:30am:

Holy Communion (BCP).

e Do come and join us, you will receive a

warm welcome.

and The Rev'd Canon Adrian Esdaile (Epsom 723770)

\

f you would like to know more about our Stewardship
Schemeto give regularlybypb anker 6 s s brai
weekly envelopes, or to discusgher tax efficient ways
of giving, please ask foa member of the Stewardship
Team If you are a UK taxpayer and would like to give
by cash or cheque today, please complete a yellow gift
aid envelope with your name and address details and

Please join us for Morning Prayer at 9.15am &
Evening Prayer at 5.00pm, Monday - Friday. On
Wednesday evenings during March - at Christ Church.

place in the collection. Thank you.
\_ 9%

Weddings & Baptism Applications —atSt Mar t i n’
Wednesday evening, between 8pm & 9pm

Parish Office: Church House, Church Street, Epsom KT17 4PX: Phone: 01372 722567 Registered Charity Number:

1134149

e-mail: stmartinsepsom@btconnect.com

web: www.stmartinsepsom.org
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